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CONSERVATION OF SEALS ACT - LET'S GET SHOT OF IT

It is nearly 30 years since the last organised seal cull took place in Orkney but these pictures could have
been taken yesterday as seals are still persecuted all around the Scottish coast.
The Scottish Seals Forum (SSF) was set up by the Scottish Executive Marine Group (SEMG) in October 2002
and, according to SEMG it "brings together a wide range of key stakeholders to exchange information and
develop a co-ordinated approach to the management of Scottish seal populations."
Animal Concern and the Save Our Seals Fund have been working on seal issues for decades. Indeed in 1986
it was Animal Concern who brought about the first and still the only successful prosecution under the
Conservation of Seal Act 1970 (CSA) when a Skye salmon farmer was found guilty of illegally shooting seals
by using his shotgun instead of his rifle. It is our conservative estimate of 3,500 seals killed per year which is
most often used when a figure is needed to represent the numbers of seals shot in Scotland.
Animal Concern and Save Our Seals Fund have investigated seal persecution by salmon farmers, salmon
netsmen, angling organisations and other fishery interests the length and breadth of Scotland. We have given
assistance to seal sanctuaries in Shetland, Orkney, Ullapool, Skye and Islay. In short we know quite bit about
seals and the CSA which fails to protect them. We were not invited to join the SSF.
As far as we are aware, the Scottish SPCA were the only welfare organisation invited to join the SSF. In the
past the Scottish SPCA have stated they do not oppose seal culling but expect to attend as observers to ensure
seals are killed humanely. Since 2002 Advocates for Animals, British Divers Marine Life Rescue and the
International Fund for Animal Welfare have applied for and been granted membership of the SSF.
In January 2007 Animal Concern asked to join the SSF. Ian Walker of SEMG replied on 16th March. He turned
down our application saying that, as there are already four animal welfare bodies among the almost thirty
bodies on the Forum, to allow another welfare group admission would “….. not be in the interests of a healthy
balance.” There are already at least eight fishery interests on the SSF! Mr. Walker must reckon a healthy
balance is having twice as many people who shoot seals as people who want to protect them. Perhaps I should
have got on the SSF simply because I got an A in my arithmetic O level?
The SSF has a Working Group which will look at the possibility of reviewing the CSA. Mr. Walker assures
me it will include one animal welfare representative. More of that healthy balance coming into play I fear.
continued on page two
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The CSA is a totally useless piece of legislation. For
most of the year anyone with the correct calibre of rifle
can shoot any seal, anywhere, any time.
During the close seasons (the three month breeding
seasons for grey and common seals) salmon netsmen,
white fish trawlermen and even a bloke with a lobster
pot can still legally shoot any seal which comes within
the vicinity of his fishing gear. The CSA does not even
determine vicinity and seals have been legally killed
during the close season when basking on beaches
barely in sight of salmon nets.
While MPs and MSPs are supporting calls to ban the
import of fur from the cruel Canadian seal hunt they
allow lactating mother seals in our own country to be
shot, leaving their pups to starve to death.
The Scottish Seals Forum is heavily weighted in favour
of organisations with a vested interest in killing seals.
Some of the organisations involved supported calls for
culls of as many as 50,000 seals in Scottish waters.
When the SSF was formed Save Our Seals Fund,
Orkney Seal Rescue and Seal Preservation Action
Group did not receive invitations to join. It seemed if
you had the word "seal" in your name that precluded
you from membership.
A much more accurate name for the Scottish Seals
Forum would be the Scottish Seals Management Forum
as it is mainly concerned with the "management" or
killing of seals to control numbers.

John Robins in the late 1980's with a seal killed on
the River Helmsdale. Twenty years later salmon
angling bodies are still shooting seals, quite legally,
all around the Scottish coast on a daily basis.

What seals need is a Scottish Seals Protection Forum
working to replace the Conservation of Seals Act with
a Protection of Seals Act. We do not have the right to
manage or kill seals for our own needs. We have a duty
to manage and control those industries which are
robbing seals of their food and their natural habitat.

ACTION CALL: Government funded research recently
revealed that in just 4 years seal numbers have dropped by
nearly 50% in several areas of Scotland. A seal conservation
order is currently being drawn up but it will still allow
fishery interests to shoot seals without needing a license or
even having to report how many seals they shoot. In other
words it will look as though Government is doing something
when in fact they are doing next to nothing to stop seals
being killed.
Please write to Ross Finnie MSP, Minister for Rural
Affairs, The Scottish Parliament Edinburgh EH99 1SP. Ask
Mr. Finnie to bring in a law which protects seals and makes
it illegal to shoot them. Copy your letter to your own MSPs
asking them to support calls for a Protection of Seals Act.
All MSPs will be e-mailed a copy of this Animal Concern
News and it can also be read on our website. Ask them to
read this article and to tell you whether or not they are going
to sit back and allow the free for all Scottish seal slaughter
to continue.

Orphaned seal pups are safe at Kildalton on
Islay. They are hand-reared and taught to catch
fish for themselves. They get medicine and the
veterinary care they need. When big enough to
fend for themselves they are set free in the safe
sanctuary of Kildalton Bay.
If they swim a few miles up the coast they could
have their brains blown out by gunmen protected
by the Conservation of Seals Act 1970. It's a
funny old world indeed.

MAYDAY ... MAYDAY ... MAYDAY ... MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT!
The Muddled Ministry
Airguns
On Friday 6 October 2006 history was made when
the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act came
into force. After years of lobbying and two lengthy
consultations the Scottish Executive condensed many
thousands of pages of proposals into just one fairly
slim Act of Parliament.
When it was launched Ross Finnie proudly informed
the nation that ....... they could no longer win goldfish
at fairgrounds. That only got onto the statute book
because we told the main drafter of the legislation
he was wrong in his belief that it was already illegal
to give goldfish as prizes.
This new law is symptomatic of the basic flaw in the
UK where Ministers are put in charge of both animal
welfare and animal exploitation. That is why the
Animal Welfare Act gives the Minister the power to
order the unnecessary slaughter of tens of millions of
animals and birds to protect the agricultural industry
from diseases most probably created or encouraged
by intensive farming methods.
A few months ago our Environment Minister, Ross
Finnie, stood up in the European Parliament and
asked for Scottish fishermen to be allowed to kill
increased numbers of endangered cod and other fish.
Surely Ross Finnie Fisheries Minister should have
done that while Ross Finnie Environment Minister
tried to protect dwindling fish stocks?
As detailed in our front page article Mr. Finnie is also
creating orders to protect seals while protecting the
right of fishery interests to shoot those same seals.
We need two different departments to handle these
issues. We need a Minister for Animal Welfare and
the Environment and a Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food.

Tommy Sheridan MSP has seen a few changes in
recent months. He now represents a new party,
Solidarity, but he is still pushing forward with the
campaign to have airguns banned in Scotland.
The power to ban airguns lies at Westminster not
Holyrood but two local councils, Edinburgh and
Aberdeen, are considering bringing in local by-laws
to get rid of airguns.
ACTION CALL: If you live in Aberdeen or in
Edinburgh please ask your Councillor to back calls
to get rid of air guns. Ask candidates for both
Council seats and Holyrood if they will act to ban
airguns - even if that means persuading Westminster
to devolve the issue.

The wound on this cats shoulder was caused by
airgun pellets. Thousands of animals are injured,
maimed, blinded and killed by airguns every year.
STOP PRESS: On 22nd March 1st Minister Jack
McConnell announced he was giving the police
two years to prove existing laws are sufficient to
tackle airgun misuse. It is vital that you use the
999 service to report every incident where airguns
are carried uncovered in the street or used to shoot
at property, people and any animals or birds.
Airgun attacks on animals must not be ignored.
ADVERTISEMENT

ACTION CALL: Please write to all the main
political parties asking them if they will separate
these two Ministerial functions. Tell them your vote
on 3rd of May depends on it.
LOCAL ANIMAL RIGHTS GROUPS
“The Phone Co

If you want to get active with local animal rights
groups in Scotland please contact:
SCOTTISH ANIMAL RIGHTS ALLIANCE
PO BOX 1929, LIVINGSTON, EH54 6XZ
E-mail: scotland@animalrightsalliance.org.uk
Website: http://www.animalrightsalliance.org.uk
Telephone: 08454 082385
For groups in other parts of the UK contact our
office and we'll point you in the right direction.

op’s charges

“The Phone Co-op’s charges are highly
competitive against its rivals such as BT”The Guardian, May 2004”
Save yourself money and raise funds for
Animal Concern Advice Line by using ethical
telecoms provider The Phone Co-op for
phone calls and broadband connection.
Call 0845 458 9000 for more info:
quoting
“ACAL AF0341”
Animal

RANTING ROBINS

It does make me wonder what is going on at SEERAD.
I know Mr. Finnie is a very busy guy and it must be
confusing when one day you are Agriculture Minister
and all pals with the farmers and the next day you get
to play Environment Minister and have to tell your
pals off for dumping slurry in the river.
Journalists have compared Ross Finnie to the pompous
and bumbling Captain Mainwairing from Dad's Army.
I'm sure that's unfair to one of them. When dealing with
SEERAD I tend to think of another TV comedy show
- Yes Minister. The only problem is that SEERAD and
Ross Finnie just are not funny any more.

It is the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural
Affairs Department (SEERAD) which has got my
dander up today. In our front page article (written
on March 20 th) you will see the conniving and
underhand manner in which they established the
Scottish Seals Forum to oversee the killing of seals
in Scottish waters.
On 23rd March SEERAD proudly announced that
they had brought in the Conservation of Seals
(Scotland) Order 2007 creating a year-round close
season on the shooting of common seals in areas of
Scotland where their numbers have plummeted in
the last four years.
As I said in my ACTION CALL on Page 2 the Order
does not plug the "Netsmen's Defence" which still
allows fishery interests to blast seals without any
control whatsoever. The Conservation Order is a
waste of paper.
For years we have been trying to prove SEERAD
are acting illegally in the issue of SEGEN Licenses
to cull birds. The law says SNH should approve the
issue of these licenses only after they have ensured
there is no alternative. Our Freedom of Information
request found no communication between SEERAD
and SNH regarding the licenses.
It would be difficult for SNH to monitor even if they
knew what was going on - any Tom, Dick or Harriet
can download and print ready signed licenses from
the SEERAD website. If only banks would do the
same with tenners.

NEWS IN BRIEF: Scottish Enterprise spent £15
million of public money building Drumkinnon Tower
and then £4m turning it into Loch Lomond Aquarium
so they could lease it to Merlin Entertainments. I
wonder why Merlin did not pay for the conversion with
their own money? Their parent company just spent
£1028 million buying Madame Tussauds. Perhaps
Scottish Enterprise will ask for our money back?
The Scottish SPCA recently changed their mind and
withdrew their backing for the RSPB backed SNH cull
of hedgehogs on the Uists. The cull has now been
called off and SNH are going to relocate the hedgehogs
to the mainland. Something we suggested before the
cull started and Advocates for Animals and others have
been doing very successfully for three years.
We are still waiting to see if SEERAD will amend the
Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act to ban the
coup shoeing of heavy horses. Meanwhile we have
been contacted by an American Farrier horrified at the
growth in this cruel practise in the USA.
Until May 3rd potential MSPs and local councillors in
Scotland are going to be your bestest friends. Tell
them the price of your vote is a commitment to take
animal welfare seriously for their whole term of office.
Let them know you will be watching closely how they
act and vote on animal related issues.
Animals don't have the vote, cast your vote for them.

NEW SUPPORTERS NEEDED

A couple of weeks ago I addressed a meeting of
local authority Environmental Health and Animal
Welfare Officers. They did not know that they
needed one of these licenses before culling gulls or
pigeons! SEERAD obviously don't even bother
enforcing the SEGEN license legislation.

Animal Concern is 131 years old this year. Formed
as The Scottish Anti-Vivisection Society in 1876 we
are currently down to under 290 members. We try
to tackle issues the bigger groups do not deal with
and strive to be as effective as we can despite our
limited resources. However we really do need to
increase our number of supporters if we are to
continue to campaign for animals.

Five times in recent years SEERAD announced a
public consultation into SEGEN Licenses. Each
time they failed to carry out the consultation I wrote
to Ross Finnie, Minister for the Environment and
Rural Affairs, to ask him what his civil servants
were playing at. Every letter was replied to by the
civil servants I was complaining about!

Membership is £100 Life, £10 Ordinary, £5 Unwaged and only £2.00 for Under 16's. To join or to
get more information please write to: Animal
Concern, PO Box 5178, Dumbarton G82 5YJ. You
can also contact us via our website (see page 1).
Please help us to continue helping those with no
voice and no vote of their own.

